Sunday 10/2/11 — Review and Fast

I pray that today, as you prepare for church or have already re-
turned from church, you have been blessed by the studies of
this last week. Today, I ask that you revisit the devotions from
each day and allow God to continue to speak to your heart.
Perhaps one devotion in particular has spoken to you, or per-
haps you have a few favorites you would like to revisit. Today
though, I ask that you fast a meal or activity, and instead read
your devotion during that time. The concentrated focus on your
prayer and God’s word will allow for an even greater opportunity
to hear from Him. What has God been doing in your heart this
week? Pray and ask Him to continue working in your life.

Personal reflection and prayer:
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Monday 9/26/11 — Read 1 John 1:5-10

Working intimately in the counseling profession for 8 years has
taught me that there is often disunity between what a person
says and what a person does. It is easy for an individual in a
troubled marriage to say he wants to work out the issues, but it
is something entirely different to actually do it. A person may
verbally reflect love of family, but physically show hatred and
anger towards family. 1 John 1:6 reminds us that “if we claim
to have fellowship with him (God) yet walk in darkness, we lie
and do not live by the truth.” If you claim to love God, but
regularly act in ways that are completely against His will, what
are you really showing to the world? Walking in the light is not
a call to live perfectly, because we have all sinned; if not Jesus
would have never needed to be crucified on the cross. It is,
however, a call to live as consistently as possible with God’s
word, repenting when we sin against Him. True repentance re-
quires effort to make a change. Is there anything you need to
repent of today? Take it to God now so you can walk more fully
in the light.

Personal reflection and prayer:

Saturday 10/1/11 — Read 2 John: 6-11 & 3 John: 9-11

I remember the first days of school when all the teachers worked
hard to make you understand the rules, and made sure you also
understood the punishment that went along with them. As the
year progressed though, some of those same teachers began to
take on a different persona. That very thing happened with one
substitute in particular, Mrs. Brown. When I was a junior in high
school I realized that as long as I completed my assignments,
listened to what she said, and was respectful to her, I could talk
to her about college basketball as soon as the work was done!
It was the neatest experience, and she was great to us — as long
as we did what we were supposed to do. Don't expect to talk
basketball with her if you were not done with your in class work
— it wouldn't happen! As Christians, I think we sometimes think
we have reached a place in our faith where we can begin to
slack off some. We maybe think that because we have been
Christians for 10, 20, or 30 years, the rules don't necessarily ap-
ply to us the same as they do for the younger Christians. Let me
warn you that you must be very careful about pride! Falling vic-
tim to pride will lead to destruction and thinking that you know
better than God. Like Diotrephes, your sin will be revealed!
Pray that God would give you a humble spirit, willing to serve
and follow Him above everything else.

Personal reflection and prayer:




Friday 9/30/11 — Read 1 John 5:1-5

When Ursula was pregnant with Maria, I made her a nice pot of
chicken soup as a surprise. I thought it would be great, and that
she would be thrilled with it. Well, it backfired and she thought
she was going to throw up! So instead of chicken soup that
night, we had French Toast because it sounded better. Interest-
ingly enough, cleaning up the soup and making the French Toast
did not bother me one bit — because I love her and wanted to
give her something to make her happy. It was not a chore to
provide for my pregnant wife — it was a privilege. Do you view
God’s laws and commandments as chores or privileges? Do you
enjoy doing things to please God or only do them begrudgingly?
Do you participate in church and church activities because it's
what you've always done or because of your love for Jesus? Ask
God to search your motives today and reveal any area that
needs to be changed.

Personal reflection and prayer:

Tuesday 9/27/11 — Read 1 John 2:3-6, 9-11, 15-17, 28

I have a bad habit of biting my fingernails, and it is something
that annoys Ursula. I love my wife and want her to be happy,
so because she doesnt like when I bite my nails I try really
hard not to bite them. The fact is it's a process that I have to
commit to if I want to stop, and I have gotten better over the
years. Some might say I am silly for trying to stop because it
bothers Ursula, but I dont want to do something to purposely
annoy her. In your relationship with God, if you say you love
Him, you should be acting in ways that show it to be true. That
means even if the rest of the world makes fun of you, which
they might, you should still live for God. Even if other things in
the world seem more appealing, live for God. The truth of the
matter is that the longer you are a Christian, the more you
should reflect the character and being of Jesus Christ. Ask
yourself these questions today: Are you more concerned about
your image in the eyes of the world or in the eyes of God? Is it
more important to conform to the world or to God?

Personal reflection and prayer:




Wednesday 9/28/11 — Read 1 John 3:11-20

This entire passage is summed up best in one verse: “Dear chil-
dren, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and
in truth” (vs. 18). Christ provided the example of love by dying
on the cross for our sins - a complete sacrifice for us — with no
concern for Himself in the matter. Remember, He was innocent
and could’ve walked away at any time! He had the power of
God at His disposal, but chose to stay and face the cross for us!
When was the last time you showed sacrificial love to someone
else? A family member, a friend, a stranger? It's great to say
that you love someone, but words are not enough. Pray that
God will give you the chance to show love to someone in your
life.

Personal reflection and prayer:

Thursday 9/29/11 — Read 1 John 4:1-6, 17-21

Should someone saying they’re a Christian be enough to con-
vince us of their salvation? Or should we examine their lives a
little deeper to recognize if they acknowledge Jesus Christ in
their lives? There will be those who will come and try to lead
believers astray, and we must be able to discern who is from
God and who is not. Acknowledging Jesus is often so much
more than just words though. As verses 20-21 tell us, someone
who says they hate their brother, who he can see, cannot love
God, who is not seen. Pray today that your actions and your
words would match — do you love the brothers and sisters
around you? Or do you hate them, while still saying you love
God?

Personal reflection and prayer:




